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The African American Museum of Iowa (AAMI) is guided by our:

Mission: To preserve, publicize, and educate the public on the African American heritage and
culture of lowa.

Vision: =~ The Museum Vision, and the promise that its creation holds, embodies the idea of
shaping the complexities of the role of “cultural crucible” - that is, to be recognized
as lowa’s leading statewide resource of education on African American history and the
appreciation of the variety of contributions of the African American legacy to the
cultural life of lowa. Thus the Museum has accepted the duty and responsibility to
be an environment, a place, and a situation in which the different elements interact
to produce something new - the reconciliation of conceptual clarity and positive
thinking.

2011 Board of Directors:
Oather Taylor III, President (Cedar Rapids)
Gwendolyn Randall, Vice President(Cedar Rapids)
Marty Brown, Treasurer (Cedar Rapids)
Miriam Tyson, Secretary (Waterloo)
Betty Andrews (Des Moines), Judge Brown Jr. (Fort Dodge), Dr. Ray Brown
(Des Moines), Paul Danforth (Des Moines), Dr. Geraldene Felton (Iowa City),
Bill Harriott (Council Bluffs), Karen Rhines (Cedar Rapids), Lyn Stinson (Burlington),
Inkyung Westfall (Council Bluffs) and Gregory Wolff (Iowa City)
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2011 - A Year of Growth

The best way to describe 2011 is with the word “growth.” The only thing about the
AAMI that did not grow was the size of our building. Our relationships with schools
and libraries greatly expanded as more institutions became aware of our programming
and resources. Our education department added more content and relevance to our
traveling trunks, workshops, public programs, and tours. The statewide demand for
our programs far exceeded the 2010 level, which was also a record year. Thanks to
Michelle Poe, Director of Education, we reevaluated our offerings and restructured
their delivery, produing a larger volume of more focused programs.

In 2011 our annually changing exhibit, “Unconditional Loyalty: The Military Service of
African Americans”, was the highlight of the year. African Americans proudly served in
the US military and fought a double battle for both freedom and civil rights. This
exhibit gave us the opportunity to tell an important story which most Americans were
not familiar with.

As demand for the AAMI’s programs continues to grow, so has the need for a larger
staff to serve our many constituents. Grant Stevens, Development Assistant, was hired
to assist Benjamin Hoover, Development Director, with fundraising, publicity,
community involvement, and programming. Although 2011 revenue reflected
recessionary conditions, the AAMI closed the year in good financial shape. We value
all of our donors and recognize that without their continuous support, the AAMI would
cease to operate.

In 2008 the AAMI’s entire collection of books was lost to the flood. Thanks to
Professor James Randall’s (Cedar Rapids) large donation of books, along with several
other donations, the Museum'’s library now exceeds the pre-flood collection. We have
become one of the largest public repositories of African and
African American literature in lowa.

Thanks to Harriette Cooper (Cedar Rapids) and several of our
Board Members, the AAMI's membership increased significantly
in 2011. Our challenge for 2012 is to grow the membership even
more. Membership in the museum is a great way to support us
financially and is also a vote of confidence in the AAMI’s
operations and mission.

Oather Taylor, 111
2011 Board President

The Board of Directors established secession and emergency
plans; organizational by-laws and core values were reviewed and
revised with an eye to the future. Overall the AAMI experienced a
strong year in 2011 and is well positioned to go forward into the
future. A special thanks goes to all of our volunteers, members,
and supporters for making 2011 a memorable year!
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Thomas Moore
Executive Director

2011 AAMI Volunteers

Betty Andrews

Kimberly Abram-Bryant

Cody Beckman

Sam Beezy

Celeste Bembry

Nicholas Benz

Kathryn Bergstrom

Denise Bridges

Debbie Brooks

James Brooks

Marty Brown

Anthony Bryant

JR Byers

Carol Cater-Simmons

Dr. Mary Chapman

Dr. Hal Chase

Paulette Clark

Whitney Coffey

Jim Collins

Rachel Collins

Harriette Cooper

Louise Craddock

Neisha Croffitt

Katrina Davenport

Henry Davison

Sandra Davidson

Dedric Doolin

LaSharon Duckett

Dr. Claibourne Dungy

Dr. Madgetta Dungy

Jaleesa Epps

Eastern Star Auxiliary
(Cedar Rapids)

Keisha Fields

Linnea Fletcher

Terry Fuller

Bernard Gill

Pearl Gill

Jenna Guiter

Angelica Hall

Renee Hardman

Lenora Harris

Michelle Henderson

Diana Henry

Joe Henry
Helena Herbst
Marvin Hillsman
Marta Holliday
Nancy Humbles
Robin Jenkins
Dr. Ida Johnson
Lynn Johnson
Bernice Jones
Juneteenth Fashion Show
Models
Chris Lawler
Kenneth Longdon
Jesse Martinez
Shirley McLemore
Bettina McWilliams
Rebecca Mione
Julie Mitchell
Larry Monteiro
Jeanette Moore-Loggins
Kenneth Morris
Robert Morris
Eara Nimmers
Martin Nord
Hoa Hguyen
Claire Nosek
Pamela Nosek
Barbara Osgood
Troy Patrick
Prince Hall Masons
(Cedar Rapids)
Danielle Potter
Diane Ramsey
Gwen Randall
James Randall
Heather Roberts
Heather Roby
Richard Rocarek
Sue Rocarek
Rugi Ruragira
Linda Sanders
Sabryna Scheidt
Sami Schmitt
Rita Sidhu

Chad Simmons

Zachary Smejkal

Brian Smith

Kacy Smith

Martin Smith

Phoebe Smith

Claire Solak

Lyn Stinson

Dr. Brie Swenson Arnold
and Coe College
Students

Bev Taylor

Qulishia Taylor

Dr. Jacqueline Thompson

Slayton Thompson

Prentiss Thurmond

Connie Jo Toyne

Miriam Tyson

Margaret Williams

Sherrie Williams

Trish Williams

Felicite Wolfe

Meinard Wright

Lori Young

Patricia Young

Yique Zhang

Lei Zhao

Our mission would
not be possible without
the amazing support
we have from our
volunteers each year.
Thank you and our
apologies to anyone we
may have missed!



AAMI Financial Position During 2011, the AAMI

(as of Dec. 2011) developed several
partnerships with school

systems across the state.

Assets: $2.354.615 In the Davenport School
Liabilities: $28.863 District, the AAMI now
Net Assets: $2,325,752 does three annual &
Learning Safaris for O
all preschool students
(225+). When the Cedar | = ~
Rapids School I
District adopted ez 2
new Social @
Studies curriculum,
the AAMI attended
teacher training and School
now most 3rd grade System
students visit the Partnerships

- Development (13%]) AAML

“Journey to Freedom” is the AAMI’s
award-winning annual collaboration
with Wickiup Hill Outdoor

Learning Center, part of the Linn
County Parks System. “Journey to
Freedom” is an immersive,
interactive
event where
students and
the general

Income

- Grants (66%)

- Donations (16%)
Gift Shop &
Fundraisers [8%)

1 public
Admissions, Memberships experience
& Rentals (10%) Journey what it was
like to travel
to lowa’s
Freedom Underground

Railroad.




Traveling Exhibits

During 2012, the
AAMI developed
two new traveling
exhibits. “The
Underground
Railroad in Iowa,”
is 3 panels and is
shown with summer
intern Claire Solak
of Cornell College
(Mt. Vernon, 1A)
who helped write
the text and select
content.

S

“Unconditional Loyalty: The Military Service of African

Americans” was the AAMI's 2011 temporary exhibit. In addition to

the exhibit displayed at the AAM], a 5-panel traveling exhibit was :

created to add to the traveling exhibit collection, and the AAMI
coordinated a statewide summer adult lecture series and

_ programs for children and families in venues across the state.

Directors Circle:
$5,000+
Cedar Rapids, IA
Alliant Energy Corporation
City of Cedar Rapids
Hotel/Motel Tax Grant
General Mills
Greater Cedar Rapids Community
Foundation (GCRCF)
Ken & Ortha Harstad Fund
Norman Erickson Family
Quaker Oats
Rockwell Collins
Transamerica Life Insurance
Company
United Fire Group

Des Moines, IA
State Historical Society of lowa:
HRDP

Iowa City, IA
Humanities lowa

Moline, IL
John Deere & Co.

Mount Vernon, IA
McIntyre Foundation

Muscatine, IA
Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust

Washington, D.C.
Institute of Museum & Library
Services

Museum Partners:
$1,000-$4,999

Cedar Rapids, IA

Community Corrections
Improvement Assn.

Drs. Robert Nicholson &
Mary Tarbox

Guaranty Bank & Trust

Linn County Board of
Supervisors Witwer Trust

Linn County Historic
Preservation Commission

Mediacom Communications
Corporation

Mercy Cedar Rapids

Oather & Mirela Taylor I1I

Cincinnati, OH
The P & G Fund

2011 AAMI Donors

Des Moines, IA

Bankers Trust

IA Department of Cultural Affairs:
Iowa Arts Council

MidAmerican Energy Foundation

Nationwide Mutual Insurance
Company

Principal Financial Group

Iowa Economic Development
Authority

US Bank

Wellmark BlueCross BlueShield

Wells Fargo Foundation

Hiawatha, IA
Thomas & Lillie Moore

Iowa City, IA

University of lowa

Dr. Geraldene Felton

U of [ Health Care

University of lowa Community
Credit Union

Marion, IA

Maxwell Grant: OHE Industries
Ralph Spring

Tom and Nancy Riley

Wayne & Shirley Engle

Midland, MI
James & Anita Jenkins

Omaha, NE
Sisters of Mercy West Midwest
Community

Pittsburgh, PA
James Graham & Susan Kuecker

Princeton, NJ
PepsiCo Foundation

Museum Patrons:
$500 - $999
Cedar Rapids, IA
Gazette Foundation Donor
Advised Fund of the GCRCF
Gleason Electric
Hills Bank & Trust
Kaplan University
Linn Area Credit Union
Van Meter Industrial Donor
Advised Fund of the GCRCF
Veridian Credit Union

Council Bluffs, IA
Bill Harriott

Des Moines, IA

AARP

IA Department of Cultural Affairs
Friends of A Civil Rights

Muscatine, IA
Richard & Mary Jo Stanley

Rock Island, IL
Royal Neighbors of America

Waukee, IA
Thomas & Carline Phillips

Waukesha, WI
US Cellular

Museum Contributors:
$100-$499
Aberdeen, MD
James Hamilton

Ames, IA
G.E. Klonglan

Anamosa, IA
Ruth Carlson

Burlington, IA
Jacquelyn Tolson

Carroll, IA
David Martin

Carson, CA
Keith & Dr. Martha Brown

Cedar Falls, IA
Ruth Schild

Cedar Rapids, IA

Aaron & Wynetta Green

Alzheimer's Association

Bart & Jennifer Woods

Becky & Clay Lindwall

Brad & Lynda Dirks

Cedar Rapids Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau

Clipper Windpower Inc.

Collins Community Credit Union

Cynthia & John Johnson

Dale & Louise Morgan



Drs. Mary Kemen & Brian
Randall

Dwayne Daniels

Emmett & Mary Ann Scherrman

Erb's Business Solutions

First Presbyterian Church

Fleck Sales

Frank A. Varvaris

GE Capital Inclusion and
Diversity Group

Harding Middle School Student
Council

Henry Davison

Jack & Dilla Cosgrove

James & Gwendolyn Randall

Jan & Sally Hornbeck

Jim & Jean White

Karen Rhines

Kathleen Halloran

Kenneth Penn

Leni Stastny

Lileah F. Harris

Lloyd E. Smith

Mike & Barb Klappholz

Pearlie Griggs

Peter & Joan Riley

Quinn Arnold & Brie Swenson
Arnold

Ray & Jacqueline Wilson

Renee Sneitzer

Richard & Linda Sanders

Dr. Ruth White

Scott & Janice Byers

Scott & Penny Olson

Shirley & Don Nebergall

Skogman Companies

Spielman's Event Services

St. Paul's United Methodist
Church

Terry & Linda Heller

Thea Lavon Leslie

Tom & Margaret Sears

Tom & Nancy Lackner

Veridian Credit Union Staff

Virginia Rystrom

William & Winifred Shuttleworth

Chicago, IL
George R. Pope

Clinton, IA
LaMetta Wynn

Coralville, IA
Dr. & Mrs. Benny Hawkins
Vanessa Shelton

Council Bluffs, IA
David A. Harris
George K. Kleine
Inkyung Westfall

Decorah, IA
Corrine & Harland Nelson

Des Moines, IA

Dr. Mary Chapman

Dr. Hal & Avril Chase

Sen. Jack Hatch

Linda M. Carter-Lewis

Lu Spaine

Hon. Judge Romonda D. Belcher

Dubuque, IA
Melvin & Ernestine Moss
Sisters of St. Francis

Ely, IA
Les & Katrina Garner

Evansville, IN
Reginald & Gloria Gibson

Fairfax, IA
Bill & Verna Boland

Fort Madison, IA
Linda Marshall
Marceine Hyche

Fort Dodge, IA
Nick Johnson

Hiawatha, IA
Honkamp Krueger & Co., P.C.

Iowa City, IA

ACT, Inc.

Drs. Claibourne & Madgetta
Dungy

Dr. Georgina Dodge

Gregory & Benita Wolff

James & Mary McCue

Jim & Chris Walters

Kevin Kummer & Maria Ortega
Kummer

Lindsay Jarratt

Lyell Henry

Martin Diaz Law Firm

Pearson

Philip & Barbara Peterson

Phillip & Jo Lavera Jones

Marion, IA
James Dyer

John Dowdall & Jan Boland
Marilyn Sippy

Pat Kappes

Voanne Hansen

Marshalltown, IA
Gayle & Lois Strickler

Mt. Pleasant, IA
Jerard Naylor

Muscatine, IA
Susan Moore

Ottumwa, IA
Byron & Geri Winston

Perry, IA
Rev. David Polich

Phoenix, AZ
Delores Gibson

Waterloo, IA
Miriam Tyson

West Des Moines, 1A
Paul Farris

Windsor Heights, IA
Steve Stenstrom & Donna Mueller

Museum Supporters:
$1-$99
Amana, IA
Joyce Fels

Ames, IA
David Gradwohl
Martha Miles

Ankeny, IA
Galin & Carol Berrier

Armonk, NY
IBM: Matching Gift Program

Belleview, NE
Garnett Shoffner

Burlington, IA
Deborah McLain
Lyn Stinson

Cedar Falls, IA
Bruce Rogers
Stephanie Wright

Cedar Rapids, IA

Alice Smith

Amal Abdelrahman

Amy & Tim Boyle

Anthony Arrington

Archie & Dianne Ellison

Art Pennington

Arthur & Harriette Cooper

Barbara Weeks

Betty Jean Furgerson

Bill & Lu Barron

Bob & Susan Moran

Bruce & Gwen Hall

Carl & Topsy Aschoff

Carlous Richard

Carole Bernard

Charles & Mary Brolin

Charles & Rhonda Green

Charlotte A. Vaughan

Dan & Gail Husmann

David & Donna Benson

David & Joanne Lodge

David & Mary Rater

Donna Butikofer

Doris Hamilton

Dorothy Ramsey

Edwin Hemphill

Eugene Jahncke

Evelyn M. Andrews

Fern Fackler

Fred & Janet Pilcher

Genevieve Gatto

George & Marilyn Roushar

Georgene Stapelton

Grover & Dorris Bell

Harlan & Kay Garber

J.P. & Phyllis Besong

Jamie & Yvonne Jonas

Jane Gilmor

Janet Evans

Janet Moore-Ecker

Jason & Jennifer Edwards

Jay Shuldiner

Jean Imoehl

Joan Thaler

Joann Howard

John & Diane Riccolo

John Schmidt

Jonathan & Karla Ice

Josh Holland & Dawn Svenson
Holland

Joyce J. Bryant

Judith K. Daniels

Julie Mitchell

Karen & John Brandt

Karl Cassell

Karl Werner

Kate Hawkins

Kathy Hall

Keith & Cheryl Krewer

Bill & Kathy Kilbourn

LaShelia Yates

Lee Ola H. Anders

Leon & Vera Mehring

Linda & Howard Peterson

Linda Topinka

Louise Roalson

Marian Arens

Martin & Janet Tomkins

Mary Lawrence Bias

Meinard Wright

Millhiser Smith Foundation

Mrs. David Pickford

Mrs. Warren H. Erbe (Dorothy
Joan)

Jerry & NancyLee Ziese

Nedra Juenger

Nita Brown

Phoebe D. Smith

Rachel Collins

Ralph & Delores Becicka

Richard & Jeanne Sentman

Richard & Mary Doyle

Rick Williams

Rob Hogg

Robert & Juanita Dennert

Robert Sperry

Robert & Joan Kocher

Ron & Pat Gonder

Rugi Ruragira

Ruth Ehrhardt

Sally Hedges

Sam’s Club

Sher Jasperse & Daryl Julich

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is

of Cedar Rapids
Stephanie Karr
Steven Meehleder & M.L.
Folkedahl-Meehleder
Tekeste Gebrekidan
Terry & Marlyse Strait
Wallace Cooper
Walter & Evalyn Mollman
Wilbert & Inez Jones
William & Gwen Hood Jr.
William Jamison
Wilma Shadle

Center Point, IA
Connie J. Robinson
Jon & Sue Novak
Katherine Lavelle

Chicago, IL
Lois Eichacker

Council Bluffs, IA
Jim Burton

Shelley Bishop
Tamra Madsen
United Credit Union

Davenport, IA

Bernice Jones

Blaine & Khara Washington
Evangeline Lewis

Dr. Ida Johnson

Jim & Karen Collins

Karen & Laura Cornish
Linda Cunningham

Rev. Marvin Mottet

Michael & Hedy Hustedde

Decorah, IA
Arlin Branhagen
Sheila Radford-Hill

Des Moines, IA

Floyd & Donna Jones

Geraldine Daniels

Janice E. Wells

King Irving Neighborhood
Association

Koch Brothers

Lynda Walker-Webster

Thomas & Vera Spencer

Essex, IA
Jan Frank-De Ois

Fairfax, IA
Andrew & Jasmine Al-Moayed
Sam & Linda Black

Fort Dodge, IA
Jane G. Burleson
Richard Bailie
Helen Miller
Roger Natte

Fort Wayne, IN
Allen County Public Library

Glenwood, IA
John & Valerie Ware

Goldfield, IA
Willis & Hope Kuecker

Gregory, SD
Jerry Wilske

Grinnell, IA
John Clayton



Hampton, GA
Dr. Eugene & Charlotte Dryer

Hiawatha, IA
Belinda Owens
Patrick & Courtney St. John

Independence, IA
James & Shirley Rozendaal

Indianola, IA
Art & Wanda Johnson

Iowa City, IA

Adrien Wing

Archie Greene

Carol Scherrman

Joan Tucker

Joan Ziffring-Zug Bourret
Joseph & Diana Henry
Lisa & Alberto Segre
Marcella David

Richard & Jean Lloyd-Jones
Robert & Elizabeth Engel
Stefanie Bowers

Teresa McAndrews

Tom Gilsenan

Keokuk, IA
Frederick Seay Jr.

Lisbon, IA
Judy Vopava & Roger Johanson

Macomb, IL
Curtis Smith

Madison, WI
Terrance & Rose Mary Jackson

Marion, IA
Carol Preston
Dwayne Augspurger

The AAMI Staff
Front Row: Lynn Koos - Curator, Grant

First Light Christian Fellowship
Larry J. Neppl

Leonard M. Grabau

Marian Flink

Marlyn L. Oeltjen

Nina Bappe

Patti Ann Marolf

Terry & Kay Crist

Mason City, IA
Willis & Ruby Haddix

McDonald, PA
C. Barnes Rowland

Mechanicsville, IA
Everett & Dorothy Russell

Milwaukee, WI
Janice & William Welburn

Moline, IL

AKA Sorority - Xi Eta Omega
Chapter

Arthur Pitz

Dave Markward Family

Mount Pleasant, IA
Donald E. Young
Edward & Susan Kropa
James & Quetta McCane

Mount Vernon, IA
Christine & Theodore Lawler
Michelle Mouton

Nashville, TN
Gisele Warner

Oceanside, CA
Thomas Holton

Omaha, NE
Edgar Hicks
Laura Koch

Peg Harriott

Oskaloosa, IA
Allen Anderson

Ottumwa, IA
Jacqueline Thompson

Princeton, IA
Prudential Foundation:
Matching Gift

Rock Island, IL
Berlinda Tyler-Jamison

Sioux City, IA
Margaret & Robert Walker
Richard E. Hayes

Urbandale, PA
Jerry Weiner
John & Jean Schneiders

Van Horne, IA
Karen Schlue

Washington, DC
Warren Nash

Waterloo, IA
Celeste Bembry

Waukee, IA
Thomas & Karen Banse

Winfield, IA
J&G Olson Farms, Inc.

Woodward, IA
J.E. Kaiser

African

AAMI Special Events

History Makers Gala
An annual event honoring
African American
Female Leaders
September 27, 2012

The Annual Iowa African
American Women'’s
Leadership Conference
September 28, 2012

Journey to Freedom
An interactive living-history event
held at Wickiup Hill Outdoor
Learning Center
September 22, 2012

American
Museum of Iowa

55 12th Ave. SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401
www.blackiowa.org

Stevens - Development Assistant and
Katherine G.F. Smith -
Administrative Coordinator. Second
Row: Thomas Moore - Executive
Director, Michelle Poe - Director of
Education, Dan O’Connell - Facilities
Technician, Tenika Johnson - Assistant
Educator, and Benjamin Hoover -
Development Director.

EHD




